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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2575 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINR, SY, ET, SU 

SUBJECT: SARG SUPPORTS ERITREAN SUMMIT IN ERITREA 

1 . ITALIAN EMBOFF TOLD US APRIL 21 THAT ITALIANS HAD LEARNED 
FROM SUDANESE AMB. PREVIOUS DAY OF MEETING PLANNED APRIL 20 
IN ERITREA OF ERITREAN LIBERATION ORGANIZATION LEADERS 
AHMAD NASSER, OSMAN SABBE AND RAMADAN ABD-AL-NUR. TO CHECK 
THIS INFORMATION, ITALIAN EMBOFF MET SAME AFTERNOON WITH 
ELF DAMASCUS OFFICE DIRECTOR MUHAMMAD BURHAN. BURHAN 
VERIFIED THAT MEETING SCHEDULED THAT DAY, BUT CLAIMED 

ONLY RAMADAN AND NASSER WERE MEETING IN EFFORT TO LAY ROUND- 
WORK FOR REUNIFICATION OF RAMADAN FACTION WITH SABBE GROUP. 

IF MEETING WENT WELL, NASSER PLANNED TO CONTACT SABBE AND 
BRING HIM INTO GATHERING. 

2. EMBOFF REPORTED THAT RAMADAN HAD VISITED DAMASCUS 
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WITHIN PAST MONTH. RAMADAN HELD BRIEF MEETING WITH 
PRES. ASAD AND LENGTHY TALKS WITH BAATH PARTY OFFICIALS. 

EMBOFF SAID SYRIA WAS COORDINATING CLOSELY WITH SUDAN TO 
FORGE GREATER UNITY AMONG ERITREAN GROUPS, AND HAD 
HELPED TO ARRANGE SUMMIT. EMBOFF ADDED THAT SYRIAN 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH ERITREANS HAD IMPROVED SINCE SUDAN 
DECIDED TO INCREASE ITS SUPPORT FOR THESE LIBERATION 
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GROUPS; SYRIAN MEDIA NOW REGULARLY DISSEMINATED NEWS ABOUT 
ERITREAN DEVELOPMENTS. 

3. BIOGRAPHIC INFO: EMBOFF SAID RAMADAN ABD AL-NUR WAS 
HEAD OF ERITREAN POPULAR FRONT, AND HIS DEPUTY WAS ESAYAS 
AFWORKY, BUT MANY CONSIDERED LATTER MORE POWERFUL FIGURE 
IN THIS FACTION. POPULAR FRONT HAD BROKEN FROM SABBE’S 
POPULAR FORCES SOME TIME AGO, AND SABBE CLAIMED SINCE 
THAT RMADAN AND AFWORKY WERE MARXISTS. DIRG, ACCORDING TO 
ITALIAN, WAS IN CONTACT WITH RAMADAN/AFWORKY FACTION. 
MUHAMMAD BURHAN IS DIRECTOR OF AHMAD NASSER'S ELF DAMASCUS 
OFFICE, AND HIS DEPUTY IS TEKLE F.7.AZ, 

4. COMMENT: SOURCE MEETS OFTEN WITH ERITREAN FIGURES IN 
DAMASCUS, AND HAS CONSISTENTLY BEEN WILLING TO SUPPLY US 
WITH INFORMATION ABOUT ACTIVITIES OF ERITREAN 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT FACTIONS. IN PAST FEW MONTHS WE TOO 
HAVE NOTED MORE REGULAR REPORTING ON ERITREA IN SYRIAN 
MEDIA AND SEEMINGLY MORE FREQUENT VISITS BY VARIOUS 
FACTIONAL LEADERS. SYRIA HAS TRADITIONALLY SUPPORTED 
ERITREANS WITH WEAPONS. AND IT IS NOW INTERESTING TO 

SEE THAT REGIME HAS FOUND COMMON INTEREST WITH GOS TO 
PROMOTE ERITREAN POLITICAL HARMONY WITHIN CONTEXT OF 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING HORN OF AFRICA. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT S ADVICE REGARDING 
USEFULNESS OF THIS INFORMATION AND WHETHER IT WOULD BE 
BENEFICIAL FOR US TO CONTINUE CONTACT WITH SOURCE FOR 
THIS PURPOSE. 
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